Here is a quick & sloppy analysis of your most frequently played course - Falcon Sands (10 times so far). 10 games is a small sample size, but a few reliable trends begin to emerge here.

Quantitative variables:

1. Player Average:  
Your average score on that hole, lifetime.

2. Differential: 

Your score relative to GT Par

3. Handicap:

Hole difficulty relative to GT Par*

4. Eagle/Birdie/Par
Frequency distribution of scores.
Qualitative variables.  

1. Setup:

Physics dictate whether a score is possible or not.  

2. Risk/Reward:
Attempting GT par (when laying up is possible) introduces possibility of a penalty stroke.

3. Obstructed:

Requires significant curve, or precise distance/loft control.

4. Elevation:

Significantly reduces accuracy of approach shot

5. Green:

Putting surface difficult to stick (small) or putt (severe slopes).
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1 -    10       -  -      

-      

4 3 -1 -1.0 0.0 17

2 4         6         -  -      

-      

4 2 -2 -1.4 0.6 7

3 -    9         1       -      

-      

3 2 -1 -0.9 0.1 16

4 9         1         -  -      

-      

5 3 -2 -1.9 0.1 15

5 -    7         3       -      

-      

4 3 -1 -0.7 0.3 10

6 1         8         1       -      

-      

4 3 -1 -1.0 0.0 17

7 3         6         1       -      

-      

4 2 -2 -1.2 0.8 4
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-      

3 2 -1 -0.8 0.2 12

9 8         2         -  -      

-      

5 3 -2 -1.8 0.2 12

10 -    8         2       -      

-      

4 3 -1 -0.8 0.2 12

11 -    6         4       -      

-      

3 2 -1 -0.6 0.4 9

12 -    6         3       1         

-      

4 3 -1 -0.5 0.5 8

13 3         4         2       1         

-      

5 3 -2 -0.9 1.1 3

14 1         6         2       1         

-      

4 2 -2 -0.7 1.3 2

15 -    7         3       -      

-      

4 3 -1 -0.7 0.3 10

16 4         5         1       -      

-      

5 3 -2 -1.3 0.7 6

17 -    6         1       2         

1          

3 2 -1 -0.2 0.8 4

18 1         4         2       3         

-      

4 2 -2 -0.3 1.7 1

-26 -16.7 9.3


Based on these variables, holes are assigned to one of the following classifications, which I use to determine the overall difficulty rating of Falcon Sands.

9 "Easy" holes.  Straightforward holes, only "unforced errors" or poor course decisions will prevent GT par.  

Easy holes play at -11 GT par.

(holes 1,3,4,5,6,8,9,10,12*)

*you are having trouble with hole 12, but i can't figure out why.  i think this will even out over time.
4 "Moderate" holes:  Require a reasonably skilled drive, approach and/or putt.  Dropping a stroke relative to GT par is possible with an error, but a penalty stroke is not. 

Moderate holes play at -6 GT par.

 (holes 2, 11, 15, 16).

1  "Difficult" hole:  GT par requires a skilled shot, if missed - a penalty is possible.  

Difficult holes play at -1 GT par.

(hole 17).

3  "Risk/Reward" holes:  GT par requires a very challenging shot or shots.  Dropping more than 1 score relative to GT par possible if missed.  Laying up is a reasonable strategy

Risk reward holes play at -6 GT par.

(holes 13,14,18)

1  "Setup" hole:  GT par may be highly improbable based on the Tee box, club set, and/or wind conditions. 

Setup holes play at -2 GT par.

(hole 7)

[image: image2.emf]Hole Classification SetupRisk/Reward ObstructedElevationGreen

1 Easy

2 Moderate X

3 Easy

4 Easy

5 Easy

6 Easy

7 Setup X X

8 Easy

9 Easy

10 Easy

11 Moderate X X

12 Easy

13 Risk Reward X X X

14 Risk Reward X X X

15 Moderate X

16 Moderate X X

17 Difficult X X

18 Risk Reward X X X


My analysis:

Having not evaluated the others, I'd say Falcon Sands an easy course for both intermediate and advanced players.  There are very few forced carries, tricky shortcuts, or penalty risks.
Most players can get a respectable "baseline" score of -17 by simply taking care of business on the easy/moderate holes. Playing conservative on all other holes should get you a pretty easy -21 or 22.

But getting to GT par of -26 is a challenge most amateurs will find difficult. The turning point at Falcon sands comes with back-to-back risk/reward holes at 13 and 14.  These two holes more or less dictate your round's potential. The player should realize the significant danger and make the right call based on their experience, setup and skill set. Based on 10 games so far, it seems that you personally should not be going for Eagle on hole #14, where you've made Eagle only once, but had par or worse 3 times. Same applies to hole #18.
Anyway, let me know what you think of this approach.  There are of course 100 different ways to slice or interpret the data - but this is what I think most of your readers would be interested in, and could use the info to better plan their rounds.
Once I have more data I would like to analyze in more detail the following correlations.  Looking at your screen grabs, I think we could analyze these down to the pixel.


1. Approach Distance

2. Green Slope

3. Green Size

4. Obstruction height

5. Obstruction width

6. Landing area size
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				Hole				Eagle		Birdie		Par		Bogey		Double				Par		GT Par		GT Par Score		Player Avg		Differential		Handicap				Classification		Setup		Risk/Reward		Obstructed		Elevation		Green

				1				- 0		10		- 0		- 0		- 0				4		3		-1		-1.0		0.0		17				Easy

				2				4		6		- 0		- 0		- 0				4		2		-2		-1.4		0.6		7				Moderate						X

				3				- 0		9		1		- 0		- 0				3		2		-1		-0.9		0.1		16				Easy

				4				9		1		- 0		- 0		- 0				5		3		-2		-1.9		0.1		15				Easy

				5				- 0		7		3		- 0		- 0				4		3		-1		-0.7		0.3		10				Easy

				6				1		8		1		- 0		- 0				4		3		-1		-1.0		0.0		17				Easy

				7				3		6		1		- 0		- 0				4		2		-2		-1.2		0.8		4				Setup		X				X

				8				- 0		8		2		- 0		- 0				3		2		-1		-0.8		0.2		12				Easy

				9				8		2		- 0		- 0		- 0				5		3		-2		-1.8		0.2		12				Easy

				10				- 0		8		2		- 0		- 0				4		3		-1		-0.8		0.2		12				Easy

				11				- 0		6		4		- 0		- 0				3		2		-1		-0.6		0.4		9				Moderate								X		X

				12				- 0		6		3		1		- 0				4		3		-1		-0.5		0.5		8				Easy

				13				3		4		2		1		- 0				5		3		-2		-0.9		1.1		3				Risk Reward				X		X				X

				14				1		6		2		1		- 0				4		2		-2		-0.7		1.3		2				Risk Reward				X		X				X

				15				- 0		7		3		- 0		- 0				4		3		-1		-0.7		0.3		10				Moderate										X

				16				4		5		1		- 0		- 0				5		3		-2		-1.3		0.7		6				Moderate						X				X

				17				- 0		6		1		2		1				3		2		-1		-0.2		0.8		4				Difficult								X		X

				18				1		4		2		3		- 0				4		2		-2		-0.3		1.7		1				Risk Reward				X		X		X
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				5				- 0		7		3		- 0		- 0				4		3		-1		-0.7		0.3		10		5		Easy

				6				1		8		1		- 0		- 0				4		3		-1		-1.0		0.0		17		6		Easy

				7				3		6		1		- 0		- 0				4		2		-2		-1.2		0.8		4		7		Setup		X				X

				8				- 0		8		2		- 0		- 0				3		2		-1		-0.8		0.2		12		8		Easy

				9				8		2		- 0		- 0		- 0				5		3		-2		-1.8		0.2		12		9		Easy
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				14				1		6		2		1		- 0				4		2		-2		-0.7		1.3		2		14		Risk Reward				X		X				X

				15				- 0		7		3		- 0		- 0				4		3		-1		-0.7		0.3		10		15		Moderate										X

				16				4		5		1		- 0		- 0				5		3		-2		-1.3		0.7		6		16		Moderate						X				X

				17				- 0		6		1		2		1				3		2		-1		-0.2		0.8		4		17		Difficult								X		X
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